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25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He 

was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been 

revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s 

Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought 

in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in 

his arms and praised God, saying:  

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,  

you may now dismiss your servant in peace.  
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation,  
31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:  
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,  

and the glory of your people Israel.”  

33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and 

rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts 

of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”  
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, 

fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and 

spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  

 

On Christmas morning this week I drove up to Michigan to see some friends.  Now a day 

in the car and a pitstop for a made to order Sheetz burrito may not be the idyllic Christmas most 

of us have in mind so my plan to make the day feel a little more Christmas-y was to listen to 

some of my old Christmas CDs.  I was about fifteen minutes North of Winchester when I 

realized that I had left my CD case at home.  Not to worry though, it turns out about 90% of the 

stations on the radio play nothing but Christmas music on Christmas Day so I still got my fix.  

On Friday, however as I was making my way back, it was a bit of a different story.  I scanned 

and scanned but I could not find a single Christmas song.   

It’s interesting how quickly Christmas tends to fade away.  I think we’re all familiar with 

the “Christmas Creep” phenomenon where the Christmas marketing in stores and the Christmas 

songs on the radio seem to come a little bit earlier every year but it doesn’t seem to have had any 

impact on when the Christmas season ends.  As far as secular America is concerned on 

December 26 it’s time to start packing it all away and by New Years Day, it’s all but over.   

But what if we don’t want that?  What if we want that joy of Christmas to stay in our 

hearts through the end of the year, into January and February and really all the way until next 

Christmas?  In the interest of keeping that joy present in our hearts and lives throughout the new 

year, I think there some fantastic lessons that we can learn from a couple of elderly Israelites that 

we were introduced to in today’s Gospel lesson.   



Forty days after Jesus’ birth, Mary and Joseph traveled to Jerusalem to the temple in 

order to keep the Old Testament ritual of purification after childbirth.  They brought two doves 

with them, one to serve as a thank offering and the other as a sin offering.  Our worship customs 

today may be a little different than those followed by God’s Old Testament people, but the 

essence of our worship is the same, isn’t it?  How do we keep the joy of Christmas in our hearts 

year-round?  One way in which we do that is by continuing to gather at God’s house to confess 

our sins and to thank and praise Him for His gifts just as His faithful people have been doing for 

thousands of years. 

When they stepped into the temple courts, a man named Simeon was waiting for them.  

All that we know about Simeon is what we learn from these few little verses in Luke.  He was 

righteous and devout man who had by some special revelation of the Holy Spirit been informed 

that he would not die before he had seen God’s Messiah.  Moved by the Holy Spirit, he had gone 

to the temple courts that day and was waiting when Mary and Joseph arrived.  You can continue 

to see God’s hand at work as Simeon immediately recognizes the infant Jesus as his Savior, goes 

over to Mary, and takes the child in His arms.   

Holding Jesus in his hands Simeon called out to God with a hymn of praise: Sovereign 

Lord, as You have promised, You may now dismiss Your servant in peace.  For my eyes 

have seen Your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for 

revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.   

So, how do we keep the joy of Christmas in our hearts even long after the Christmas 

songs have ended, the lights have come down, and the trees have been taken out to the curb.  

First, we can learn from Simeon that we keep that joy in our hearts by clinging to the promises 

that our God has given us.  I read somewhere once that there are over 7000 promises recorded in 

the Bible that God has made to His people.  He promises to give strength to the weary and power 

to the weak (Isaiah 40:29).  He promises to be with you, to never leave you or forsake you 

(Deuteronomy 31:8).  He promises to deliver us from all our troubles and give us the desires of 

our hearts (Psalm 34:17, Psalm 37:4).   

God had promised Simeon that he would the Messiah before he died.  Simeon trusted that 

promise, he clung to it, and he saw it fulfilled.  In order for us to cling to God’s promises like 

Simeon, we need to hear them.  We have to study His word so that we can see what His plans for 

us are.  When we do that, we’re going to find that God’s promises for us are really much more 

than simply promises to help us out in our lives here, to keep us company when we’re alone, or 

to pick us up when we’re feeling down.  When devote time to God’s Word what we’re going to 

find in His promises there, just as Simeon did, is our Savior. 

I think most first-time parents find that raising a child comes with a pretty steep learning 

curve.  You can do all the prep you want and read as many “What to Expect” books as you can 

but once that child comes, you’re still going to have a lot to learn.  I can only imagine that was 

even more the case with Joseph and Mary.  Imagine their surprise when this old man in the 

temple seemed to know even more about their child than they did!  As he’s holding Jesus, he 

thanks God that this child is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies.  He is the light to 

the Gentiles as foretold by Isaiah (42:6; 49:6) the glory of God’s covenant people Israel, the 

long-awaited comfort and consolation for a people plagued by the guilt of their sins.  

In searching the Scriptures, Simeon had found not only promises for protection and 

prosperity, he had found the promise of His true Savior.  You and I can keep the joy of 

Christmas in our hearts when we find our true Savior in God’s promises as well.   



There are many who would rather take some of what God’s Word has to say and leave 

the bits about our sin and our need for a Savior alone.  “Can’t we just focus on the parts that talk 

about being a nice person?  Wouldn’t it be alright if the main thing we take away is that we all 

ought to ‘love our neighbors’?  If we can just boil it down to love and try to be more loving then 

we don’t have to have any of this judging other people for what they do nonsense and the world 

would just be a big happy place.” 

That’s what Simeon is getting at with the words he shares with Mary: This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 

spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed.  Jesus didn’t just come 

to preach a message that said, “everyone should love each other.”  It’s a part of what He came to 

say.  He summarizes the 4th through 10th commandments with that golden rule, “love your 

neighbor as yourself.”  But that’s God’s law, the main message Jesus had come into the world to 

deliver is the gospel, the good news about God’s love for us, that the Father had sent Jesus to 

rescue us from our sins.   

As wonderful as the news of God’s love for us is, it’s that news that makes the difference 

between someone falling and rising when they meet Jesus.  When we fail to recognize our sins or 

refuse to own up to our guilt then Jesus, the Lamb of God who came to wash our sins away, can 

quickly become a stumbling block.  Forgiveness is a gift which we can only receive in humility.  

But when we do recognize our sins and see the truth of our guilt before God then Jesus and His 

gospel have the power to lift us up, assuring us that we have been purified of our sins because He 

paid for them with His death. 

Simeon knew that that was what Jesus had come into this world to do.  To bring God’s 

salvation to all people.  And Simeon knew the tremendous price with which that salvation would 

be purchased.  His final words to Mary, a sword will pierce your own soul too, speak of the 

pain which Mary would know as she watched her son, beaten and bloodied, give up his life for 

us on the cross.   

Mary would know that pain, but she would also know, because of it, the same joy and 

hope which Simeon had that day in the temple.  That hope which allowed him to say, Lord, now 

let Your servant depart in peace.  Simeon knew, Mary would know, you and I have joined 

them in knowing that because of Jesus and the salvation He wrought through His life and death 

and resurrection, we are at peace with God. 

Simeon shows us that the secret to keeping the joy of Christmas in our hearts is to cling 

to God’s promises and to find in those promises our Savior from sin.  But there’s one final lesson 

we have to learn from a woman we’re introduced to after Simeon spoke to Jesus’ parents.  At 

that very moment a very old woman named Anna, a prophetess, came up to them.  She 

gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the 

redemption of Jerusalem. 

There’s a “Christmas” movie called Elf that stars Will Ferrell which I enjoy watching 

every year around this time.  It’s a fictional comedy about Santa Clause and elves and reindeer 

and it doesn’t communicate the actual meaning of Christmas it doesn’t mention Jesus at all.  But 

there’s a phrase that comes up several times in the movie which I think has a ring of truth to it 

that the creators of the film probably didn’t even think about.  The phrase, which repeats 

throughout the movie is, “The best way to spread Christmas cheer, is singing loud for all to 

hear.” 

How do we keep the Christmas season alive after all the radio stations stop playing 

Christmas songs?  We keep singing.  Not about reindeer or Santa’s elves, no, we keep singing—



through our conversations with family and friends, through our actions and attitudes as we live 

out each day—we keep singing the love of Jesus.  Like Anna, we tell everyone about the child 

who was born in Bethlehem, the child who came to be our Savior, rescuing us from our sins so 

that we can be at peace with God.   

May that Christmas joy be yours today, tomorrow, into the New Year, and forever. 

Amen. 


